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I．Germany's position in China's foreign strategy
Germany is one of the rising political powers in the world. So it has an important strategic position in China's foreign strategy. China's Diplomacy, published by Chinese Policy Planning Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China in 2004 and 2005, clearly stated that China should build a solid relationship with Germany, who has been playing a leading role in developing Sino-EU relations. The strategic importance of Germany is reflected in the following areas:
1. Germany is playing more and more important role in promoting multi-polar world, consolidating the international strategic balance and safeguarding world peace and stability.
2. As one of China’s strategic partners, Germany also advocates the establishing a just and rational international political and economic order, democratizing international politics, settling international disputes through peaceful negotiations and safeguarding the UN authority.
3. Germany is the "bellwether" in building stable Sino-EU relations.

4. Germany has abundant capital, mature management experience and advanced science and technology. And what is more, the economic complementarity between China and Germany is very strong. In this sense, Germany can be an important force that China can use in building a well-off society.
II. The characteristics of Sino-German relations
Firstly, Economic and trade relationship is the basis and pillar of China-Germany relations. Germany is China’s largest bilateral trade partner, investor and technology transferor among EU member states. Up to the end of 2008, Germany has provided more development assistance to China than any other European countries.
Secondly, high-level visits between the two countries are frequent, political mutual trust is enhanced, and relationship orientation is upgraded. Since China’s form and opening up in 1978, besides Deng Xiaoping all the other previous the party and state top leaders have visited Germany. China’s top leaders even established private friendship with Germany’s leaders such as Helmut Schmidt, Helmut Kohl, Gerhard Schroeder. Sino-German Joint Declaration released in May 2004 defined China-Germany relations as a global responsibility partnership.
Finally, German media exert substantial impact on shaping and developing China-Germany relations. In general, the German media have been abnormally prominent among European countries in exerting negative effects on Sino-German relations since 2005. The anti-China remarks and reports of the German media may be mainly caused by their mental imbalance resulting from China’s rise and the ideological differences between China and Germany. Specifically, Germany’s media regard China’s rise as the sign of the decline of Germany or Europe and even think of China’s rise as the threat and challenge instead of opportunity for Germany and Europe. Obviously, this is the German version of “China Threat Theory”. In addition, German media also make some irresponsible remarks about China's Anti-Secession Law and Tibet and Xinjiang problem. 
III. The main issues in Sino-German relations
1. Human rights issue
The first major conflict took place when the political turmoil, which revolved around the so-called “human rights issue”, broke out in the spring of 1989 in Beijing. On June 5, 1989, Germany started to impose its comprehensive sanctions on China. And not until December 10, 1992 did German Bundestag pass a resolution on the normalizing relations with China.
In addition, Germany also frequently carried on the so-called "quiet diplomacy" (i.e., delivering the blacklist) before and after major political negotiations or announced the number of death penalty and exaggerated some social problems such as female infanticide and abortion in China.
2. Tibetan issue
The second major conflict resulted from the so-called “improvement in Tibetan human rights” resolution passed by German Bundestag on June 20, 1996 and the international seminar on so-called" Tibetan independence" sponsored by Norman Foundation on June 14, 1996. On June 23, 1996, Chinese government decided to cancel German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel's visit to China on June 24. On September 24, Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen and German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel met in New York. Klaus Kinkel stated that Germany would adhere to the one-China policy and recognize that Tibet is one part of Chinese territory and Tibetan affairs are China's internal affairs. On October 21, Kinkel solemnly announced that Germany will uphold the one-China policy on Taiwan and Tibet issues in his visit and talks with the leadership of the Chinese Foreign Ministry. On November 18, 1996, German President Herzog paid a visit to China.
The third conflict can be attributed to Germany Chancellor Angela Merkel’s meeting with Dalai Lama on September 27, 2007. In view of this, Chinese Government cancelled all the high-level contacts with Germany. After some secret contacts between the two country’s Ministers of Foreign Affairs, German Ministry of Foreign Affairs solemnly promised in the form of diplomatic correspondence on January 22, 2008 that Germany recognizes both Taiwan and Tibet are one part of Chinese territory, resolutely opposes Taiwan's "referendum" and does not support and encourage any effort to seek Tibetan independence. The above promises of German government have been the political criteria to consolidate and develop friendly and cooperative bilateral relations in the new era. So far, Sino-German relations have realized normalization.
But Chancellor Angela Merkel did not really change her political bias against China. Additionally, Norman Foundation intervened in Tibetan riots which broke out on March 12, 2008. Owing to these factors, the Sino-German relations remained lukewarm. After Wenchuan earthquake and during 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, Germany made a signal of goodwill to China. And the bilateral relations began to ease. On January 29, 2009, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao paid a less-than-24-hour visit to Germany. The two sides signed "Sino-German Joint Statement on the Efforts to Stabilize the World Economy" and a number of other cooperation agreements. And the two countries also reached broad consensus on some commonly concerned issues. Premier Wen's visit to Germany contributed to the overall warming of Sino-German relations.
3. Taiwan issue
After World War II, Taiwan authorities and West Germany had few contacts. Zhu Jiahua, Chiang Kai-shek’s trusted assistant, sent a letter to Chancellor Adenauer on October 28, 1949 in an attempt to establish official relations with Germany, but Taiwan’s attempt failed. At that time, disunited Germany hoped that China would support its unity, so it was very cautious in handling relations with Taiwan. After German reunification, Germany began to strengthen relations with Taiwan, especially economic and trade relations. Now Germany is the third largest supplier only after Japan and the United States. In turn, Taiwan (after Japan, the United States and Hong Kong) has become the fourth largest oversea market of Germany.
4. East Turkistan and other issues 
Some East Turkistan terrorists and separatists exiled in Munich and established so-called "East Turkistan headquarters". In addition, China and German have some disagreements on intellectual property rights protection and trade balance. 
IV. The future of Sino-Germany relations
1. Liberal Democratic Party’s participation in the cabinet 
Positive factors: The position of Germany foreign minister has been held by Liberal Democratic Party for 26 years. German Liberal Democratic Party is friendly to China, attaches importance to economic development and improvement of people's livelihood and opposes trade protectionism. It is obvious that some of its concepts and ideas are similar to or the same with China’s. Germany’s new government also focuses on economic development. Chancellor Angela Merkel stressed that the diplomatic work should serve for the domestic economy and national interests should surpass party’s interests. 

Negative factors: Norman Foundation is the supporter and sponsor of the Tibetan riots on March 14, 2008. And what is worse, Norman Foundation offers secret support to East Turkistan terrorists.  
2. The "values diplomacy" problem 

The foreign policy formulated in China’s new coalition agreement mentioned values diplomacy more than once. The main proposals of western "values diplomacy" include：i. implementing the foreign policy associated with values and interests; ii. adhering to western concepts; iii. constructing "community of western values" with the countries across the Atlantic Ocean. China should anti-attack these western diplomatic concepts and practices calmly, flexibly, favorably and moderately. And it is wise for China to play economic cards in foreign activities. 
China and Germany need each other in international affairs. China’s huge market and China’s cooperation in global affairs are two essential interests for Germany. The next four years, these two interests will not change. 

In short, there is no doubt that Germany’s foreign policy for China will keep continuity at the same time that the competition will be more intense. Liberal Democratic Party will make some small troubles which are harmful to Sino-German relations, but the overall trend would be co-operation in competition, competition in cooperation and both cooperation and competition will develop and deepen. 
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