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Nation-States’ Internal Borders: Discussions Based on Europe

ZHANG Jin-ling
Institute of European Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China

Abstract Nation-states’ internal borders are indicators of a variety of social differences objectively existing in their
interior and of the resulting social distinction. From the perspective about European societies Nation-states’ internal borders
such as identity borders identification borders and rights borders reflect the important categories of their social governance.
Identity borders constitute the core issue of Nation-states’ internal borders involving the social distinction related to
citizenship and cultural religious ethnic and social identity and so on. Identification borders potentially influence
Nation-states” social cohesion through multiple levels such as identification for culture nation and state. Rights borders
comparatively have more evident representation reflected through appeals for political economic cultural ecological rights
and also rights related to development. Understanding Nation-states’ internal borders has some important epistemological
significance  providing some multiple perspectives to understand the development strategy and system construction in
contemporary Nation-states.
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