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China, the European Union and the World Trade Organization
LIU Heng

(Institute of European Studies, CASS, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The engagement of China and EU in the WTO global trade governance is an important part of the
China-EU comprehensive strategic partnership. Since China’s accession to the WTO in 2001, China and EU
both have been participating in the Doha Round trade negotiations, resolving bilateral trade disputes under the
dispute settlement mechanism, and reviewing respective trade policy and practice, so as to promote fast growth
and smooth development of bilateral trade relations, make jointly contributions for the multilateral trade system.
The interaction of China and EU in the WTO is asymmetry before 2008, the EU was aggressive and China
defensive; after then, the overall situation tends to reciprocal relations and positive interaction. There are still
big gaps between the capacities of China and EU, however, their interaction in the WTO is not yet mature. The
interaction faces some challenges in the recent and near future.

Keywords: China and EU; WTO; Doha Round; dispute settlement; trade policy review
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