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Abstract: This paper presents an ethnographic study in which we focus on “people” and “custom” in the market,
based on the investigation on the market square in the downtown of Lyon. The market square not only serves as
economic contributor in the social development but also reflects the profound structure of town—county interaction
that is formed in the French modernization,which mirrors the equal dignity communication between town and
county. The rational use of urban space, issue of cultural cultivation and “alternative” of the urbanization has also

been touched.
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